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W E L C O M E
Welcome to the London-Africa Business Summit! And a special welcome to everyone who has made the journey
from across Africa to be here today. Your presence means a great deal.

Last year, I became the first Mayor of London ever to lead an official trade delegation to Africa. I visited Lagos, Accra, 
Johannesburg and Cape Town, and I came home inspired. Inspired by the talent, the innovation, and the sheer ambition 
I encountered at every stop. I also made a promise that London would host a summit to build on the momentum we had 
created and to turn the connections we had forged into something lasting. This is that summit.

Today, more than two hundred entrepreneurs, investors, officials and market leaders – from two continents – are coming 
together to begin a new chapter in the relationship between London and Africa.

As Africa’s role in the global economy continues to rise, London is uniquely positioned as a global hub for African capital, 
business and talent. Our agenda reflects where the opportunities are greatest – in fintech, the creative industries, education 
and sustainability. These are sectors where London leads the world, and where our partnership with Africa can deliver real, 
shared prosperity and incredible opportunities for our mutual benefit.

None of this would be possible without London’s African diaspora communities, whose energy, enterprise and networks 
are the living bridge between our city and the African continent.

So, let’s continue building something special together. And please remember that London is  – and always will be –
open to our African friends.



I T I N E R A RY
Arrivals and registration &
welcome refreshments

Event Chair
Dr Debbie Weekes-Bernard, Deputy Mayor, 
Communities and Social Justice

Welcome speech
Søren Nikolajsen, Managing Director, Government 
and Industry Engagement, NatWest

Keynote speech 1
Hon. Elizabeth Ofosu-Adjare, Minister of Trade, 
Agribusiness and Industry, Ghana

Keynote speech 2
Sir Sadiq Khan, Mayor of London

P a n e l  1
London and Africa – the next chapter
for growth
This discussion will explore Africa’s growing role 
within the global economy and London’s position 
as a leading international hub for African capital, 
business and talent. Panellists will examine 
opportunities to deepen economic collaboration 
between London and African markets, alongside 
the key priorities for strengthening long-term 
partnerships over the coming decade.

Moderator:
Nadeem Javaid MBE, Mayoral Director, Global 
Relations and Communities

Panellists:
Mo Abudu, CEO, EbonyLife 
Runa Alam, Co-founder and Chair, Development 
Partners International (DPI)
Professor Adam Habib, Vice-Chancellor, SOAS

Spotlight Session 1
Temi Marcella, Global Private Equity & VC Capital 
Investor, Alcent Partners

C o m f o r t  b r e a k



P a n e l  2
The Capital Corridor: Making London-Africa 
Investment Work
This panel will examine what London offers to 
African companies seeking to scale internationally 
and access global capital. Discussions will cover 
the evolving role of UK capital markets, investment 
vehicles and solutions to barriers including foreign 
exchange risk, valuation gaps and investor visibility, 
alongside examples of successful London-Africa 
investment partnerships.

Moderator:
Janet Coyle CBE, Managing Director, Business 
Growth, London & Partners

Panellists:
Tom Attenborough, Head of International Markets, 
London Stock Exchange 
Olukorede K.O Adenowo, CEO, FirstBank UK
Rahul Ahluwalia, CEO, OFI
Alhaji (Dr.) Umaru Kwairanga, Group Chairman, 
Nigerian Exchange Group
Freda Isingoma, Octopus Ventures AIM Fund 

Spotlight Session 2
Yomi Tejumola, CEO & Founder, Algomarketing

P a n e l  3
Trade Bridges:  Unlocking London–Africa 
Partnerships
Focusing on the future of cross-border collaboration, 
this session will explore opportunities for deeper 
London–Africa partnerships across technology, AI, 
financial services, infrastructure, climate innovation 
and the creative industries. Panellists will also 
consider the important role of diaspora networks, 
talent and emerging ‘corridor’ partnerships.

Moderator:
Precious Oyelade - Ecosystem builder, Founder, POV

Panellists:
Eniola Aluko MBE, former professional footballer, 
lawyer, author, entrepreneur
Joe Kinvi, Borderless & HoaQ
Ujama Akpata, Founder, Cargoplug
Benjamin Fernandes, Founder, NALA 

Spotlight Session 3
Anthony Catt, Founder, Ventures 54
& London Africa Network

Closing remarks
Howard Dawber OBE, Deputy Mayor,
Business and Growth

N e t w o r k i n g  f o r k  b u f f e t

I T I N E R A RY  c o n t i n u e d



YO U R  S P E A K E R S

Joe Kinvi
Co-founder and CEO of Borderless

Olukorede K.O Adenowo
CEO of FirstBank UK Limited

Mo Abudu
CEO/Founder, EbonyLife Group

Sir Sadiq Khan
Mayor of London

Hon. Elizabeth Ofosu-Adjare
Minister of Trade, Agribusiness
and Industry, Ghana

Søren Nikolajsen
Managing Director, Government and 
Industry Engagement, NatWest

Dr Debbie Weekes-Bernard
Deputy Mayor for Communities and 
Social Justice

Janet Coyle CBE,
Managing Director, Business Growth, 
London & Partners



YO U R  S P E A K E R S

Rahul Ahluwalia
CEO for Office for Investment: FS

Runa Alam
co-founder of Development Partners 
International (“DPI”) 

Howard Dawber OBE
Deputy Mayor, Business and Growth

Nadeem Javaid MBE
Mayoral Director for Global Relations 
and Communities

Benjamin Fernandes
Founder and CEO of NALA

Ujama Akpata
Co-founder of Jand2Gidi

Eniola Aluko MBE
Former Professional Footballer, 
Lawyer, Author & Entrepreneur

Alhaji (Dr.) Umaru Kwairanga
Group Chairman, Nigerian Exchange 
Group



YO U R  S P E A K E R S

Professor Adam Habib
Vice-Chancellor of SOAS
University of London

Freda Isingoma
Fund Manager, Octopus 
AIM VCTs; Entrepreneur & Investor

Tom Attenborough
Head of International Primary Markets, 
London Stock Exchange

Anthony William Catt
Founder & Director, Ventures 54 & 
London Africa Network

Precious Oyelade
Founder of POV

Yomi Tejumola
CEO & Founder, Algomarketing

Temi Marcella
Global Private Equity & VC Capital 
Investor, Alcent Partners



T H A N K  YO U
With thanks to our host
With sincere thanks to NatWest for hosting the inaugural London–Africa Business Summit and supporting this important 
gathering of leaders from across London and Africa.
 
With thanks to our speakers and contributors
We are grateful to all speakers, moderators and panellists for sharing their expertise, insight and leadership throughout 
today’s programme and discussions.
 
With thanks to our delegates
Thank you to all delegates for attending and contributing to the conversations and connections that will help strengthen 
partnerships and unlock new opportunities for trade, investment and collaboration between London and Africa.


